i;o8]          JONATHAN SWIFT               95

My Lord Treasurer on the other hand assured me, he
had the papers, which his Excellency denied; and talked
of it as a matter that had long lain before him, which
several persons in great employments assure me is and
must be true.1

Thus your Grace sees that I shall have nothing more
to do in this matter, further than pursuing the cold scent
of asking his Excellency, once a month, how it goeth on;
which, I think, I had as good forbear, since it will turn to
little account. All I can do is, to engage my Lord Sun-
derland's Interest with my Lord Treasurer, whenever It is
brought before him; or to hint it to some other persons
of power and credit; and likewise to endeavour to take
off that scandal the clergy of Ireland lie under, of being
the reverse of what they really are, with respect to the
Revolution, loyalty to the Queen, and settlement of the
Crown; which is here the construction of the word Tory,

I design to tell my Lord Treasurer, that, this being a
matter my Lord Lieutenant hath undertaken, he does not
think proper I should trouble his Lordship; after which,
recommending it to his goodness, I shall forbear any fur-
ther mention. I am sensible how lame and tedious an
account this Is> and humbly beg your Grace's pardon; but
I still insist, that If it had been solicited four years ago by no
abler a hand than my own, while the Duke of Oraiond was
In Ireland, it might have been done in a month;2 and I
believe it may be so still, if his Excellency lays any weight
of his credit upon it; otherwise, God knows when. For
myself, I have nothing to do here but to attend my Lord
Lieutenant's motions, of whose return we are very uncer-
tain, and to manage some personal affairs of my own. I
beg the continuance of your Grace's favour, and your
blessing; and am, with all respect,

Your Grace's most obedient servant, &c.

1 ** The deceits of Ministers may sometimes serve useful purposes
of their own; they always give food for laughter to those whom they
believe their dupes" (Crailts uLife," i, p. 193).

* Supra, p. 50,11.3.ant.  "The dull and pompous dignity, the
